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LOIS JOHNSTON

After graduating from the Royal Scottish Academy of Music and Drama, Lois carved a niche for herself as an accomplished performer of early and contemporary music. 

In 2000, her musical life changed completely when she appeared as a flower maiden in Simon Rattle's BBC Proms performance of Parsifal, and in so doing discovered a passion for opera. Her most recent roles include, Vixen, Servilia and Queen of the Night, and she regularly performs at opera galas, recitals and in oratorio here in New Zealand, and in Europe.

Lois particularly enjoys maintaining her Scottish connections and appears regularly with Scottish Opera and Edinburgh Grand Opera. She was a founder member of the Dunedin Consort and sang regularly with the John Currie Singers. As a professional chorister she has sung for several years with the Netherlands Radio Choir, Nationale Reisopera, Choir of the Enlightenment and European Voices with whom she toured in Simon Rattle's productions of Idomeneo (Salzburg Festival, Lucerne Festival) and Peter Grimes (Salzburg Festival).
Lois is also a passionate and dedicated teacher working from her home studio, lecturing in Voice at the University of Canterbury and teaching Christchurch Cathedral Choir's boy choristers at the Cathedral Grammar School. 

Lois has recently formed an exciting new lute and voice duo- Tirsi - with fellow University lecturer Dr Jonathan Le Cocq.
